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No one should have to be told how important RAPAC is to our industry, right? We’ve heard it before--“A RAPAC contribution is your best investment in real estate and your business”. But at times, trying to convince someone of the benefits of giving to RAPAC just doesn’t work. What then? Sometimes the easiest way to promote RAPAC is by simply answering and overcoming people’s objections to it instead of trying to persuade them by listing the many positive returns.

Whether or not someone believes in PACs, supports the same candidates, or has any other political or philosophical objection, the fact remains that RAPAC exists and works hard to protect the rights of all REALTORS® as well as property owners. 

O. I don’t believe in giving money to political candidates.

A. Only through REALTOR® involvement on the local level can we effectively influence the election of people to office who support the REALTOR® viewpoint on public policy issues such as private property rights, professional service taxes, and impact fees. That’s the best insurance to protect our livelihood as REALTORS®.

O. I already personally contribute to candidates.

A. You should continue to contribute to the candidates of your choice, but you should also contribute to RAPAC. In the political arena there is strength in numbers and by joining thousands of other Arizona REALTORS®, you can make a real impact on local, state and federal policy makers. RAPAC can contribute a more sizable amount than individuals and often this makes the difference between victory and defeat for a candidate who supports the real estate industry.

O. I am a Republican/Democrat, and RAPAC contributed to candidates of the other party.

A. RAPAC is non-partisan in its support of candidates. The record, agenda, and quality of each candidate as well as the recommendations of the local and state associations determine which candidates get money.

O. I don’t like the candidate RAPAC gave a contribution to.

A. There is never 100% agreement even among the Trustees over which candidates to support. However, a good deal of information and thought goes into making their decisions. Support usually goes to those candidates who are perceived or known to be willing to listen to REALTOR® concerns.

O. I don’t agree with the Association’s position on certain issues.

A. Although you may not always agree with the positions taken by your Association on certain issues, you surely support the basic REALTOR® philosophy. RAPAC is the best way to ensure that we elect officials who also endorse those beliefs. 

O. If RAPAC is so successful, why should I contribute now?

A. Protecting our industry and our ability to do business is an ongoing battle. We must continue to be strong and assist candidates at every level of government who defend the REALTOR® point of view.

O. I’m only a part-time real estate agent.

A. If you benefit from your real estate activities then you too will lose if the wrong candidates are elected or hurtful laws are passed. We all have a personal obligation to protect the industry from which we earn even a part of our livelihood. RAPAC is your best investment in our industry.

O. With the economy this bad, I can’t afford to contribute.

A. Our industry is affected by the economy. The economy is affected by the Legislature. We can influence the legislature through contributing to RAPAC and supporting those candidates who understand our economic situation and will be responsive to the economic problems of our industry. When you think about it, making a contribution to RAPAC really is an investment in your livelihood.

O. I’m only interested in local and state candidates and RAPAC helps support federal candidates.

A.
70 percent of your RAPAC contribution stays in Arizona to support local and state candidates. Only 30 percent goes to support federal candidates. However, by making one contribution to RAPAC, you can back REALTOR® friendly candidates at all levels of government.

